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August 5, 2020  

 

To: Yakima County School Superintendents and Private School Administrators 

Re: Education for Fall 2020 

 

The Yakima Health District (YHD) has been working with local school districts over the past several months to review 

and discuss educational plans for the fall. 

 

At this time, COVID-19 positive case counts in Yakima County remain high at over 338.7 cases per 100,000 residents 

within the past 14 days. Current Washington State Department of Health guidance for safe in-person education “Decision 

Tree for Provision of In Person Learning among K-12 Students at Public and Private Schools during the COVID-19 

Pandemic” recommends distance-learning only for counties that are high risk. High risk is defined as counties with more 

than 75 cases per 100,000 residents every 14 days.  Yakima County currently has an incidence rate of more than 3 times 

that threshold. 

 

Our county also has greater than 14 times the incident rate recommended for safely advancing phases in the Safe Start 

Plan (goal is less than 25 cases per 100,000 residents every 14 days), and our testing positivity also indicates ongoing high 

transmission in our county at more than 15%  (goal is less than 2%). 

 

The team at the YHD has had ongoing discussions with leadership at the Washington State Department of Health 

specifically regarding safe plans for education for Yakima County youth.  These frequent meetings have included 

analyzing the metrics that clearly outline the case rates above which distance learning is recommended.  Yakima County 

remains at high risk with our current incidence rate and these ongoing high case counts would result in significant 

disruption to students and staff alike through absences and outbreak response. Additional cases and outbreaks in schools 

may also result in increased community transmission and cause a strain on our local healthcare and public health systems. 

 

The YHD understands the important roles schools play not only in education, but in social-emotional learning, addressing 

students with special needs, acknowledging racial and social inequities and providing assistance with meeting basic needs 

such as nutrition, physical activity and safety.  As we make the health and safety of both students and school staff our 

highest priority, at this time I strongly recommend distance learning only, with the exception of considerations for small 

group instruction ( 5 students) to support the most educationally at-risk students, such as those with severe learning 

barriers and/or disabilities, at the discretion of school district leadership. 

 

The Yakima Health District will continue to support local school districts in the weeks and months to come and we will 

continue to work diligently to improve community safety. Reduced community transmission below Washington State 

issued guidance thresholds is the best means to achieving our mutual goal of safe in-person education. 

 

We appreciate your partnership in promoting safe public health practice and your commitment to following guidelines for 

safe school reopening. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Teresa Everson, MD, MPH 

Health Officer, Yakima Health District 
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